Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


^united^states 
^depaWent 

or  AGRICULTURE 


HOUSEKEEPERS '  CHAT 


Saturday,  July  ?A,  1937. 


(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 


Subject:  "NEWS  NOTES  FROM  WASHINGTON."  Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Public 
Roads  and  the  Forest  Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— 00OO00 — 


Our  Department  of  Agriculture  correspondent  at  Washington,  D.C.,  writes 
this  week  some  road  news  of  interest  especially  right  now  to  listeners  who  are 
setting  out  on  vacation  travels.     But  even  those  who  are  staying  home  will  he 
interested  in  knowing  what  the  Government  is  doing  to  help  its  citizens  enjoy 
beautiful  or  historic  parts  of  the  country  "both  now  and  in  the  future. 

"The  Skyline  Drive  is  almost  finished!"  announces  our  correspondent  in 
her  letter.     "That  is  news,"  she  says,   "for  anyone  planning  a  trip  to  the  Nation's 
capitol  or  to  the  National  Parks  and  Forests  of  the  East.     This  new  and  very 
beautiful  road,  the  outstanding  eastern  national-park  highway,  winds  along  the 
crest  of  the  first  range  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  of  Virginia  and  is  only 
about  3  hours'  drive  from  Washington.    Already  thousands  of  visitors  have  driven 
over  the  65  miles  that  have  been  completed,  and  work  is  now  almost  finished  on 
21  miles  just  Gouth  of  Swift  Run  Gap  in  Virginia  which  leaves  only  9  miles  of 
roadway  yet  to  be  built.    When  the  Drive  is  finished  it  will  be  96  miles  long 
and -will  run  from  Front  Royal,  Virginia,  on  the  north  to  Jarman  Gap  on  the  south. 
From  it  the  traveler  can  look  across  to  the  second  range  of  the  Blue  Ridge  and 
then  to  the  Alleghanies  rising  "beyond  with  the  Shenandoah  and  other  famous 
Virginia  valleys  lying  "between. 

The  scenery  along  this  road  is  typically  eastern  in  its  beauty  —  the 
soft  blue  haze,  the  variety  of  foliage,  the  soft  curves  of  the  mountains,  so 
different  from  the  characteristic  western  scenery  of  the  Rockies  with  their 
sharp  clour  lines  and  highly  colored  jagged  rock  formations. 

"The  Skyline  Drive,  like  other  roads  built  in  recent  years  in  our 
National  Parks,  is  supervised  by  Public  Roads  engineers  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  but  the  road- building  is  a  project  of  the  National  Parks  Service. 
This  summer  tourists  will  be  able  to  drive  over  more  than  1200  miles  of  these 
improved  parkways  —  through  Mount  Rainier,  Crater  Lake,  Yellowstone,  Yosemite, 
Grand  Canyon  and  other  parks  of  the  West  as  well  as  through  the  Shenandoah  and 
^reat  Smoky  Mountain  Parks  of  the  Appalachian  Range  in  the  East. 

"And  by  the  way,  a  new  eastern  parkway  which  will  rival  the  Skyline  Drive 
is  now  under  construction  along  the  crest  of  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  in  North 
Carolina  and  Tennessee.    The  new  highway  will  be  30  miles  long,  one  of  the  high- 
est park  highways  in  the  East,  and  will  cross  the  Smoky  Mountains  through  the 
^ewlourd  Gap  on  the  boundary  line  "between  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee. 

"Then,  because  of  the  tremendous  interest  people  all  over  the  country  have 
road11  ln  tJj°.Skylinc  Drive,  plans  are  now  afoot  to  join  these  two  mountain- ridge 
aas  and  build  a  Blue  Ridge  Parkway,  460  miles  long,  which  will  follow  the  crest 
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f  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  southwest  through  Virginia,  passing  near  the  famous 
f  *W  Bridge  into  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee.     Surveyors  are  already  at  work 
^     h  and  contracts  have  been  let  for  16  sections  of  the  roan  lr.o 

ftZe  5  Virginia  is  giving  some  of  the  right  of  way  for  the  new  road  and  the 
ark  Service  and  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  will  cooperate  m  doing  the  job. 


? 


"Sueaking  of  the  Skyline  Drive,  you'll  he  interested  to  know  that  it  goes 
through  historic  as  well  as  beautiful  country.     It  is  near  the  great  George 
Washington  National  Forest  which  covers  some  802  thousand  7  hundred  acres  of 
V   ginta  and  was  chosen  as  a  memorial  to  Washington      As  a  young  -njashington 
surveyed  parts  of  this  region  and  later  crossed  much  of  it  afoot  as  a  Soldier. 

supposed  to  have  made  certain  blazes  that  still  show  on  trees  in  this 
region  and  also  to  have  set  up  some  surveyor's  monuments  that  still  stand. 

H  in  the  George  Washington  National  Forest,  not  so  far  from  the  Drive, 
some  modern  history  was  made.     Camp  Roosevelt,  the  first  CCC  camp,  which  was 
established  in  April  1933  and  which  opened  the  Government's  vast  program  of 
-roods  work  in  the  Emergency  Conservation  program  is  in  this    Forest.    And  000 
boys  have  built  many  handsome  stonewalls  and  parapets  on  either  side  oi  the 
Drive  and  have  taken  part  in  much  road-building  in  the  National  forest. 

That  concludes  our  Washington  letter  for  this  week  but  our  correspondent 
adds  a  postscript.     She  says:     "I  have  just  seen  the  new  Forest  Service  map  oi 
the  United  States  which  shows  the  location  of  all  the  157  National  Forests. 
Any  vacationer  is  welcome  to  a  copy  of  this  very  interesting  map.     Just  write 
to  the  Forest  Service,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C  for  it. 


